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Hi sto rio n

Demise of a CobblestoE€
Builtliag

The cobblestone building lo-
cated ner\t to the post office
dates back to 1830-1840. The
mason obviously tbought of
the building's fimction as a
blacksrnith shop dwing con-
struction as the building was
made rather roughly comparcd
to others in the Mddle Cobble-
stone period.

The building was used as a

blacksmittr shop for ma.Dy

years, by w. van vechten and
then Henry S. Randatl. It be-
came a carriage shop and was
nrn h1-H.E Hnruil lnd later h!
lred Hixon and Mr. Costello
who were manufactneB and
dealers tr cariages and agri-
cultural implements and sold
them throughout the area. A11

kinds ofrepair and paintng
was done on carriages aad
0agons in the paint shop on
the second floor. Mr. Hixon
had intemed at the famous
Curmingham Carriage Co. in
Rochester. At one time, there
were three forges in thc black-
srnith shop on the lust floor
and the shop was tended by a
long list of blacksrniths tuttil
the automobile became king.

In tlrc 1940's Ward Early, Sr.

operat€d an auto repair shop.
The building was sold to the
Toun in 1979 and was rented
[o John Deats for a woodwork-
ing sho,p for a time. The build-
ing was then vacarrt, but rcm-
niurts r'rf Lik. f)eats- siEr can lre
scen on the front wall.

Over the past four years or so,
the Clarkson Town Board has
had the item ofthe cobble-
stoue building listed on their
agenda for each rneeting. In

this historic community, no
one want€d to see the demise
of the building even after the
front of the buildirg s€parated

from the rest of lhe walls and

had tr b€ Fopped up. Mary
ideas and schemes were dis-
cussed, the last being to have
the Historiar office and a small
rnuseum in the building.

Don Lage from the Ilistorical
Society and the new building
inspector. Ch:rd Fabn came on
board the pmiect and many
cobblestone authorities were
contacted for their opinion
Among the opinions sought
\1€re tlmt of r Hi\torical Sites
Restoratioo CoordiEltor lilr d]e
NYS OAice of Parks. Restora-
tion and Historical Preserva-
tron: coordilator of Westeru

Peurs] h ariir Presen'ttiol arrd

Restoration Corurselor: a lrrcal
architectural firm which had
been recommended by the
l,ardlaark Society and a lead-
ing lime mortar mason (the
h pe of mortir tlre bnildiDg is
built ofi.

I Intbrtnateh - in lt4arch it \ as

discor eretl that the tiruldation
of the skrp rras onl] 2.{" deep

and that the \valls were mov-
illg- brcklirg aud begiulhg to
lirll rpart betirrc oru e\,es. Be-
canse ofthe miul changes il
thc structure ovea the years
including the removal ofthe
seco[d stofl irthe t9i0-s. thc
buildilg did not qoalili to tr
on the National R€istry and
theretirre \ras not eligible tbr r
FederaI grarrt.

We r\ele infirflned tl]:]t the cost
ofbringing the truilding back
to use if it corld even be tlone-
would be approximately
$500,000. With no grants

available on the horizorL the
To*n and residgnts couldn't
shoulder &e cost. The Board
regrettably l'oted to demolish
the building. The cobblestones,
quoins and lintels, howeveq
will be kept safe at the High-
way Deparhnent and hopelilly
used in a future project.

As I look at thc two cobble-
sones that fell out of the build-
ing and now rest otr my desk, I

am reminded that they are still
usefirl, even ifthey are norv
only paper weights. The Cob-
blestone Shop that added to the
flavor of the foru comers for
almost 175 years will soon be

gon€. But like an elderly friend
or relative \afio has passed Aom
this world, memories and pic-

hres will remain.

-Learna Blodgett Hale
Historiao

.EEQUIEM FOR A COBBLESTONE BUILDING"
b1, Latmn Holc, Scpt-'09

Gootlby,lonihrark oJ anr yonth,
Yoa arc a cenfrrt! orrd ltur scorc oful,

No plott ot schcfirc ,trtlricd to soty !ou,
Iovr denise rlsos lottg ago fotetod.

Oh, t,,htfr storier !or, eoLl.l tcll,
Of oar tasn vhen il Nos ir. its Frine'

Ol cohbles soned ut.l lrees felle.l,
Offi,rtels c.tl arrd nrodet offi E.

Of glotious houses nwile of oar bricks,
An Acqlana of leoning, the best of its Hrtd

A church lor th6e to learn their fotth,
Al o skmvr, sinpla4 arul hodler tirlu.

0f crqs being corried to the F)rl,
To load the barges to.wst at d eost,

Stqgcs a d*ogon$ ofall sot't,
h led $t sercral kin.ls olbca.rt-

The carriogcs, r,agons, rthcels anil more,
Bail, in the confifle$ of thae tolls,
nrca, autos letrNirrted and restoreal,
lh 1, nuuuia of that titrrs ruca0-

There's nmhing lelt bt , s,ray sotfthl,st,
Ia rc irop therc bthe aul plate once ntled,

To pre$rw rnemor! of yon is nan, out Intst,
Farcwell ohl buiklittg o{ Cla*son's yortth.
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